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Go To Meeting 

Audio (telephone VS 
speakers) 

Close out extra browsers, 
cell phones affect 
streaming 

Raise hand then clear 
right away 

Chat box 

Your State and Profession 
 

 

 

 



WELCOME! 
 www.summit-education.com 

On Demand Webinar (6hr) 

1. MultiSensory Handwriting Skills 

2. LIVE COMING SOON: Increase 
Attention and Motivation Using 
Technology and MultiSensory Tools 

 

 www.sensationalbrain.com 

Online Webinars (1 hr ea) 

1. Visual Perception and It’s Impact On 
Learning 

2. Developing Good Handwriting 

3. Tips and Techniques to Improve 
Common Handwriting Problems 

3 

EMAIL: 
listenWRITE@gmail.com 
 

http://www.summit-education.com/
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http://www.sensationalbrain.com/
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Handwriting 

Thumb 
mobility and 

webspace 

Wrist Extension 

Bilateral 
Coordination 
Posture and 

Trunk/UE Stability 

Primitive Reflexes 

Vision 

Attention/Behavior/Motivation 
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Automaticity 

 Research suggests:  When students are able to 
automatically use handwriting to record thoughts, they 
free up other cognitive abilities allowing them to 
produce more complex compositions (Berninger, 2006).  

 

 WE WANT … 

 Children to Think and Write at the SAME TIME 

 Increase efficiency 

 Increase Automaticity 

 HANDWRITING MUST BE TAUGHT!!!!! 
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Handwriting Expectations 
http://www.handwritingstandards.com 

Preschool:  Children can print several capitals and 
numbers, and write recognizable names. 

Kindergarten:  Children can print most letters and 
numbers, and a simple three-word sentence. Name is 
in title case.  

1st: Children can print all letters, numbers, and a 
simple four-word sentence. Name is in title case.  

2nd: Children are proficient in all printing skills.  

3rd: Students can write all cursive letters, some words, 
and their names in cursive. They can use cursive for 
their names and some schoolwork.  

4th: Proficient in cursive 

 

 

 

http://www.handwritingstandards.com/


Kim’s Handwriting Game Plan 

 Teach handwriting Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd 

 If not proficient by end of 2nd, early 3rd try teaching cursive as 
a compensation technique.  WHY? 

 Learning something new is easier than fixing bad habits 

 Eliminates spacing issues between words 

 Eliminates reversals 

 If cursive was taught and there is limited progress, teach 
touch typing 

 If touch typing is unsuccessful, teach 2 finger typing 

 If typing is unsuccessful use speech recognition software 
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Handwriting Screenings 
FREE Screenings: 

http://www.hwtears.com/gss/prek-
assessment 

 
http://www.hwtears.com/screener 

(must register) 
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Check Readiness 

• Name 6 Pictures 

• Name 6 Colors 

• Color 2 Pictures 

• Crayon Grip 

• Name and Trace Shapes 

• Copy Shapes 

• Draw a Person 

• Name 10 Letters 

• Name 9 Numbers 

• Try to Write Name 
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*FREE* 
Screener of Handwriting Proficiency 
http://www.hwtears.com/screener 

 1 
Administer 

Administer the Screener to your whole class, grades K-4  

 2 
Score 

Score each student online in minutes  

 3 
Report 

Generate individual and whole class reports instantly  

 4 
Remediate 

Implement instruction and remediation plans  

 

Helpful “HOW-TO” Videos are also on the website! 
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Pay attention to…. 

 Other Concerns:  

 Formation  

 Size     

 Neatness     

 Speed     

 Posture    

 Pencil Grip    

 Helper Hand    

 Other  (cognitive, physical, 
language, attention) 

 

 Sentence Skills: 

 no starting capital       

 Mixed capitals/lowercase       

 Letters      t   o   o   f  a  r   a p a r t       

 Wordsruntogether       

 No period 



Kindergarten Screener 
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1st grade Screener 
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2nd Grade Screener 
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CURSIVE Screener      3rd/ 4th  
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PRINTING SKILLS 
Take out your handwriting samples!!! 
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Components of PRINTING 
 

1. Memory 

2. Reversals 

3. Placement on the line 

4. Size 
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5. Starting Position 

6. Letter formation 

7. Spacing 

8. Speed  



What is the Developmental Order? 



Developmental Order 

1 2 3 

4 5 

Random Scribbling Controlled Scribbling Mock Writing 

Writing Letters Writing Words 



E.M. 4yrs old 
BEFORE 



E.M. 4yrs old BEFORE 



E.M. 4yrs old  
AFTER 6 sessions 



#1  Memory  

Name letters and numbers quickly from 
a random list and visualize a 
letter/number quickly without seeing it 

 

Play visual memory games 

Build letters 

Draw letters (not on paper) 

Start with letters of name 

Teach capitals first 
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#1  Memory/Visualization  
 

 Difference between upper and lowercase (Scrabble 
Alphabet Scoop Game, Sequence Letters, Zingo 
#s) 

 Name, recall, and match letters 

 Alphabet Computer Games (Starfall, PBS Kids, 
etc.) 

(http://www.playkidsgames.com/alphabetGames.ht
m) 
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LETTER READINESS SKILLS 

 Build letters out of  

Wikki Stix/Bendaroos 

Popsicle Sticks 

Play Doh or Theraputty 

Stroke Pieces/Wood Pieces 

Cooked spaghetti 

Pinch Jello/Kool Aid sugar on a 
letters 

Use tweezers to glue cereal to 
letters 

Make letters out of bodies! 

Letter Scavenger Hunts  

 

 

 



25 Letter Alphabet 
Activities 
http://www.notimeforfla
shcards.com/2012/05/2
5-alphabet-activities-
for-kids.html 
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LETTER READINESS 
SKILLS 
  Use Multi-Sensory Techniques: 

Make letters with various mediums 

Paint 

Shaving Cream 

Pudding 

Chalkboards 

Finger in flour, powder, dry Kool Aid, Jello Mix 

Clay in a container and draw with a dowel 

Draw with chalk on rug samples 

 Sing/Dance with  music 
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Help Me Write My Name 

 Use Capitals 

 Teach letters step-by-step  

(use the same language) 

 Avoid using dot to dot letters – Use a highlighter! 
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Help Me Write My Name 

 Start all letters at the top 

Write on paper strips and gradually 
decrease the size 

 Put a line on the bottom of the paper 
and write under it 
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#2  Reversals 

 Print all letters and numbers without 
reversals 

 

 Repeat Readiness skills!!! 

Wet Dry Try 

Gross motor movements/Sky Writing 

When building letters, build on piece 
of paper that fits the pieces 

Mystery Letter Game 
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#2  Reversals 
Practice Practice Practice 

 Correcting Reversals by Penny Groves book ($6.99) 

 Correcting Word Reversals  

 Reversing Reversals by Dr. Erica Warren (15.99) 
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 LetterReflex App – same company as Dexteria  $2.99 
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#2  Reversals 

 Compensation Techniques 
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h  b 
c  d 
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GP before 
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GP before 

 
1. Memory 
2. Reversals 
3. Placement 
4. Size 

5. Start 

6. Formation 

7. Spacing 

8. Speed 
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#3  Placement 

 Follow lines and place letters and numbers correctly on the 
baseline 

 

 Rulers/Index Cards 

 Wikki Stix 

 Tracing Wheel/Plastic Pizza cutters on foam 
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Darkened/Raised Line Paper 
Raised line paper (Stage 

Write or Mead) 

Low-vision writing paper with 
bold lines.  Free at 
www.printablepaper.net 

writing guides $3.50 
http://shop.lighthouse.org or 
www.maxiaids.com 

 
 

 

http://www.printablepaper.net/
http://shop.lighthouse.org/
http://shop.lighthouse.org/
http://shop.lighthouse.org/
http://www.maxiaids.com/


Imitation of tall, low, small letter 
placement 



Why Double Lines Work 
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14 
letters 

7 
letters 

5 
letters 

What if people are 
resistant to this paper? 
• No starting spot? 
• Looks different 
• Hard to find 



HWT Double Lines 

Take a look at space… 

Why Double Lines? 

Because double lines help children develop an innate sense of letter size 

and placement. Double lines make all lines easy! presented by Kimberly M. Wiggins, OTR/L 51 



headline 

mid-line 

baseline 



#4  Size 
Write an appropriate size for grade level.  

Make letters a consistent size 

Strips of Paper – gradually decrease 

Wikki stix to form a border for lines 

Use landscape rather than portrait 
worksheets 

Use paper that promotes age appropriate 
letter size  

Use ZBFontsOnline or the A+Worksheet Maker 

Avoid poorly designed worksheets 
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Paper with Boundaries 
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1.Block Paper from HWT 
2.Graph paper from 

www.do2learn.com (go to 

Academics, mathematics, 
printable math grids) 

3.Stop and Go Paper: 
http://www.printablepaper.n
et/ 

4.Word Shapes Worksheet  
http://www.atozteacherstuff.
com/ 
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More FREE 3-lined paper! 
Tracing Handwriting Worksheets(Available for 

ZB or D’N) 

www.handwritingworksheets.com 

Letter practice: 
http://www.superteacherworksheets.com/pa
per.html 

Trace and copy books (Available for ZB  or 
D’N) 

http://www.writingwizard.longcountdown.
com/workbooks/writingworkbooks.html 
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More 3 lined paper 

 Spelling City (Available for ZB, D’N, or cursive)  
http://www.spellingcity.com/handwriting-
practice.html 

 Alphabet Printing Activities (worksheets, games, 
crafts) 

http://www.first-school.ws/preschool/printable-
activities/index.htm 

 ABC Teach (word shapes, crosswords, word 
search, etc.) 

http://www.abcteach.com/abctools_ho
me.php 
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#5  Start 
Why do you start your letters at the top? 

 Start all letters and numbers at the top (except d, f, and e) 

 

 Demonstrate and Imitate correct habits 

 Teach the TOP! 

 Use cues (smiley faces, dots, etc.) 

 Write on Vertical Surfaces 

 Sky Writing ZB Music 

 Where Do You Start Your Letters? HWT Music 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=um096Twf3lQ 
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#6  Formation 
 Make letter parts in correct order and direction and make 

them the same way each time. 

 

 Readiness Activities 

 Tic Tac Toe  

 Gross Motor movements/Music 

 Smart Board Activities 

 HWT gray block paper has specific dots for specific letters 
(left and center dots) 

 Use Readiness activities in multi sensory medium 

 Color Changeable markers to practice tracing  

 REMEMBER:  NO DOTS 
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Wet-Dry-Try 

Teacher’s Part 

Demonstrate correct letter formation. 

Student’s Part 

WET DRY TRY 
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DW before 
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DW before 
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1. Memory 
2. Reversals 
3. Placement 
4. Size 

5. Start 

6. Formation 

7. Spacing 

8. Speed 
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# 7  Spacing 

Understand the concept of “word vs. space” 

 

TEACH spacing 

Use worksheets that model generous 
spacing (landscape format) 

Sick Sentence Clinic  

(Iseeadog.            I    see    a    dog.) 
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# 7  Spacing 

Understand the concept of “word vs. space” 

 

 

 

Sentence Spacing with 
pennies/M&Ms/googly 
eyes/raisins/chocolate chips 

Blow  
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OT       is     the      best! 



# 7  Spacing 

Finger spacers (set of 20 for 
$14) therapro 

Spaceman or make your own! 
Really Good Stuff 

Bookworm Word Spacers (24 
for $10) oriental trading 

Fake press-on nails on popsicle 
sticks 



When reading a sentence at the board 

Clap for the word 

 Jump for the space 

 Kids stand at the front holding words,  
yarn between them 

 

# 7  SPACING 



#8 Speed 
based on norms from  
Test of Handwriting Skills (THS-R) 



#8 Speed 

Games 

Callirobics 

Cursive 
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Need More Resources? 

 See Games for Writing book 
 

 www.yourtherapysource.com Provides 
CHEAP books with activities/exercises and 
up to date research articles 
 

 Enchanted Learning $20 yearly subscription 

http://www.yourtherapysource.com/


Let’s Do It Write 
by Gail Kushner, OT 

 Copying From the Board ($19.95) 

Writing Readiness (14.95) 
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Callirobics  
http://www.callirobics.com/ 

(CALLIgraphy and aeROBICS)  

Handwriting exercises: repetitive 
simple writing patterns to music.  

The music is relaxing and adds 
rhythm             to the exercises.  

Provides auditory association  

Exercises are 2 minutes per day 

Approximately $30 per level 

Beginners to adults 
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Top 5 Reasons to Learn Cursive? 

1. It can be used to overcome print problems and 
gives students a fresh start to writing 

2. Cursive can  be faster to write than print 
(especially for SATs) 

3. Cursive gives writing a mature appearance and 
makes a good adult impression 

4. Cursive eliminates space confusion: letters in a 
word are joined – words are not 

5. Recommended for people with dyslexia! 
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Good Solution 



Poor Solution 

46 

15 

26 

73 





HWT Cursive Letter Style 

 Less Loops 

 Stays neat with speed 

 

 Removed the SLANT: 

 Less intimidating to learn 

 Easier to write  

 Easier to read 

 Leads to faster fluency 

 Allows for personalization 
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THANK YOU!!!! 
Certificates 2 weeks 
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www.listenWRITEshineBRIGHT.com 

 

Email: listenwrite@gmail.com 

 
Join Google Group:   

listenwriteshinebright@googlegroups.com 
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